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Senator in the Fields: Off the Hill, on the Farm 

 

Ottawa, October 4, 2021 – Over the 2021 summer season, Senator Black spent his time away 

from the Red Chamber touring farms and agricultural facilities and connecting with rural 

community leaders across Canada, in accordance with local public health regulations, to learn 

more about their work, industry concerns, the challenges they faced during the pandemic, and 

opportunities for the future. 

 

During his tours, Black heard from members of the agricultural and agri-food community on 

issues surrounding labour, infrastructure and transportation, irrigation and water, food security, 

soil health, carbon pricing, as well as matters related to the pandemic, including mandatory 

isolation and quarantine costs, and municipal issues. Senator Black, who has been called Canada’s 

agricultural senator, will continue to dedicate his work in the Senate of Canada to supporting and 

advocating for agriculture and rural communities. 

 

“As a lifelong AGvocate, it is critical that I continue to learn about Canadian agriculture by visiting 

operations from coast to coast to coast and I would like to thank the many communities and 

individuals who welcomed me with open arms during my summer tours,” said Black. “Agriculture 

in itself is a complex and changing industry, and it is in Canada’s best interest to continue to 

enhance and strengthen this sector to ensure that generations to come will be able to enjoy the 

fruits of its labour – I am hopeful that I can contribute to that growth.” 

 

The Honourable Rob Black visited operations in Bradford, Bayfield, Chatham, Durham Region, 

Goderich, the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, Lindsay, London, Ottawa and the surrounding 

communities, Napanee, Peterborough, Thunder Bay, and Wellington County in Ontario, as well 

as in Acme and Lethbridge in Alberta. Black’s tours included meetings with municipal officials, 

opening fairs, and visits to carrot and potato farms, a goat cheese production facility, a winery 

and cidery, a bison farm, a brewery, post-secondary educational institutions and local research 

stations, innovative greenhouses, beef and pork processing facilities, beef and sheep farms, and 
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a lavender farm, among many others. He is looking forward to future opportunities to visit 

operations in agricultural communities across the Prairies, Atlantic Canada, and the Territories, 

when it is safe to do so.  

 

As one of our country’s oldest industries, agriculture has had the opportunity to grow and change 

alongside Canada. Today, agriculture and agri-food in Canada represent a multi-billion-dollar 

annual business, and a vibrant network of farmers, their families, and workers, as well as 

agricultural organizations and societies, and will continue to be an economic driver in the post-

pandemic recovery.  
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