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In 1984, the Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries, and Forestry published a 

report, entitled “Soil at Risk: Canada’s Eroding Future”. The study, under the chairmanship of 

Senator Herbert Sparrow, who later went on to form the Soil Conservation Council of Canada 

(SCCC) in 1987, provided the government with several recommendations in an attempt to 

reverse the trend of degradation and erosion of Canadian soils 

 

35 years have now passed since that report came out and a lot has changed. Some farmers 

have transitioned to more soil-friendly practices, such as no-till farming, planting cover crops, 

and crop rotations. However, much of our soil has been eroded and continues to lose its 

organic matter. 

 

Soil is one of our most precious natural resources. Soil conservation is a pressing matter for the 

agriculture and agri-food sectors, and in turn for all Canadians, as we depend on farmers for our 

food. Unhealthy and poor soils lead to lower crop yields and thus smaller profits for producers 

and less food for consumption. Whether we realize it or not, farmers feed the country and the 

world. If we allow continued degradation of soil, food security will undoubtedly become a more 

widely-spread problem. 

 

Soil also has major implications for the environment. If we can keep carbon dioxide in the 

ground, the soil is healthier and so too is the atmosphere. In a time where governments, 

businesses, and people around the world need to be doing all we can to reverse the effects of 

climate change and protect our environment, the health of our soils could play a significant 

role. 

 

During the 42nd Parliament, I was a member of the Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture 

and Forestry (AGFO). Once committee work gets underway in the 43rd Parliament, I plan to 

propose that we undertake a new, comprehensive study on soil health in Canada. 

 

Such a study would allow senators to hear from soil scientists, agronomists, primary producers, 

agricultural organizations, and others across the country, and eventually provide the 

government with a comprehensive list of achievable recommendations for them to implement. 

Hearing directly from people who work regularly with soil and depend on it for their livelihood 

will allow us to learn about the real “on-the-ground” challenges and opportunities and to hear 

about strategies that producers are already using to preserve the nutrients in their soil.  
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I have heard that a major barrier for farmers is the economic cost of investing in new 

technologies and processes. However, with support from the government, I am hopeful that 

producers will be able to make important changes. In the end, maintaining the “business as 

usual” approach will ultimately be much more costly – economically and environmentally – as 

the amount of healthy, usable, nutrient-rich soil in Canada decreases.  

 

The Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, Marie-Claude Bibeau, has her work cut out for her. 

From problems with the Temporary Foreign Worker Program to recent and upcoming trade 

agreements to China’s ban of Canadian canola imports, our farmers face a number of 

challenges. Soil health might not seem to be the most urgent one, but the consequences of 

ignoring it could be severe. I am optimistic that a Senate study will result in practical 

recommendations that the government can implement to encourage soil protection practices, 

while lessening the burden on farmers. 

 

 


